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over 600,000 acres of irrigated land, more than the total
of such land in the nine Canadian provinces.11 Every state
in the Commonwealth assisted irrigation to a greater or less
degree in order to achieve closer settlement, whereas in
Canada only two provinces, Alberta and British Columbia,
have irrigated areas of any consequence.
Climate also helps to explain why the railways of the
six states are almost completely state owned and operated
and represent the most costly and difficult venture of public
ownership. In 1937-8 the mileage of private lines for
general traffic was only 787 out of a total mileage of nearly
28,000. As virtual monopolies the railways compete, in
so far as they compete at all, only with other types of
transport, and even this competition is closely regulated.
Such public responsibility has resulted from the inexorable
necessity and difficulty of colonizing the dry hinterland,
with its small pastoral capacity per square mile and its
light freights compared with the vast areas traversed. In
the nineteenth century private corporations shrank from
the overhead risks incidental to the investment in rails and
rolling stock. The few companies bold enough to build
lines were soon bought out by colonial governments, and
public construction proceeded under persistent electoral
pressure. Into their railways the states poured the bulk
of their borrowings in order to promote land development.
In the inter-war period (1919-39) most of the state
railways showed deficits, which were less often due to inef-
ficient operation than to the basic circumstance that the
lines were constructed to open up the country and were
over-built.12 In South and Western Australia especially
they were extended into territories where traffic was light,
where rates did not meet the operative charges, and where
local interests fought fiercely for a service regardless of its
costs to the state. The following table illustrates some of
the cardinal features of railway development within the
states:13
^Annual Report of the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission, 1941-2, 9.
**The Report of the Commonwealth Transport Committee (1929) illustrates
this theme.
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